"THE 


Ache Merchant, 
SERMON | 


PR EAC H' D at 


WHITEHALL,. 
| Before the 
|KING's ESTI 
An dein cM | 


Honourable LORD; * 2 his LADT 
ſax Sanaary 4h: 607 1 _ £2 38 


PRO v. xxxi. 14. 
She is lite a : Merchant's Ship, ſpe e her Food 


from afar. 


1 _ —— 8 


By ROBERT WiLKINSON, Cambridge. 
. e 0 


— 


— 
6—— 


The Sand Edition. 


LONDON: 


Printed and Sold by H. Hils, in Black- Friars, near 
the Water - ſide. For the Benefit of the e Poo. 1708. 


6 — — 8 : — 3 — ——ů— 
: 2 Y * A ER a ns 
4 * o 
* | : 


17 H E | 
E PIS T L. E 3 
0 THE 
c 
Fg Here are ſo many 22 per-pirates now abroad, b 
That every wiſe Sailor will ſtand upon his p 
guard, and will not be laid aboard by every Hailer, F 
leſt he ſhoald be rifled of that Treaſure he ſails with, L 
But this our Ship is a Royal-Merchant, by which | +5 
if thou be a skilful Trader thou may ſ gain much. A 
She comes from King James the Firſt's Court, and | yp 
in thoſe Days (as I have heard) there was plenty of h 
Gold and Silver; but. ſhe is well fraught with that al 
which i better than both. M4 | 


| The Merchant's Deſign in ſhipping ſo much Trea. 'þ 
ſure in one Veſſel was to enrich the whole Court, at 85 
once; and my Deſign in publiſhing this Bill of Her "A 
Lading, zs thy Gain, not my 7. rade; for I have none rie 
of thoſe precious Jewels to ſell, but have had ſome of P. 
them freely given me, and all of them are to be diſpo- | Tt 
fed at the ſame Rate, Therefore if thou doſt not * *. 
th 

for it, thou art to blame, 3 
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PR Ov. XXXI. Ver. 14. 
She is like a Merchant's Ship, ſhe bringeth her food 


from afar. 


| HIS Scripture, and in effect this whole Chapter, is 
5 4 a2 Scripture written for Women, and more particu- 
© larly a Scripture written in Praiſe of Women; yet 
not glozingly, ro make them better than they be, but ſo- 
berly and truly to ſhew them what they ſhould be, A Scri- 
pture wherein, as in a Glaſs are ſet out to our View all the 
Perfections and Ornaments, all the Dignity, Beauty, and 
Duty of a Vertuous Wife, and Holy Woman. The Devil 
at the firſt began his Temptation at firſt by praiſing of the 
Woman, by telling her, That if ſhe knew her ſelf, ſhe want- 
ed but one thing to make her like God; and from the De- 
vil (I think) it comes, that ſo many Men ſince in every Age, 
have ſo wantonly beſtowed their Time, their Wars, cheir Pens, 
and ſometimes their Pencils too, either vainly to magnify, ar 
vilely roembaſe the Dignities of Women: the Cauſes of which 
I take to be theſe, either for that generally they did not know 
them, and then they wrote fooliſhly ; or for that ſomenice they 
doted on them, and then they praiſed immoderately; or elſe 
for that ſometimes they hated them, and then they railed fu- 
riouſly. But there are ( to ratify the preſent Diſcourſe and 
Praiſe of Women) three things: Firſt, God by whoſe Spi- 
Tit it was conceived : Secondlv, Bathſheba, a Woman, by 
whoſe Mouth it was taught: Thirdly, Solomon; a Man, yea, 
the Wiſeſt of Men, by whoſe Pen it was indicted. That is 
to ſay, God inſpired it into the Mother, the Mother taught 
it to Silomon her Son, and then Solomon her Son publiſh's it 
to the World; therefore if we ſpeak of the Knowledge of a 
good Woman, who knoweth her better than her ſelt? who 
knoweth her better than Man, that liveth with her ? Yea, 
Who knoweth her ſo well as God that made her: Agony 
| A 2 | 


(4) : 


if in this Deſcription any thing might ſeem too much ĩn praiſe, 


it was not a Woman, but a Man that wrote it; if any thing 


might ſeem too burthenſom or grievous in Precept, it was not 
a Man but a Woman that impos'd it; or if any thing might 


ſeem too much or too little, or otherwiſe than it ſhould be, 
it was neither Man nor Woman, but God that firſt directed 
it? And thus in one deſcription of a vertuous wife and holy 


woman (which is not in any other Author, nor yet elſewhere 
in any part of Scripture) we have a man, a woman, yea, 


- God himſelf, and all out of one mouth ſpeaking and conſpi- 


ring; She that hath Ears to hear, let her hear. 
In the Tenth Verſe of this Chapter, Solomon makes Pro- 


 clamation, ho ſhall find a Virtuous Woman? which yet im- 


porteth not (as St. Auguſtine noteth) Inveniendi impoſſibili- 
tatem, ſed dificultatem, not as if to find a vertuous woman 
were a matter of impoſſibility, but yet for all that a thing of 
ſome difficulty ! and therefore he crieth her with her marks, 
She will do her Husband good and not evil; ſhe riſeth while it 
yet night , (he putteth ber band to the wheel, ſhe ſtretcheth 
out ber band to the poor, ſbe openeth her Mouth to Wiſdom, &c. 


— Thus ſhewing ſometime hat ſhe doth, ſometime what ſhe is, 


ſometime what ſhe is worth, and ſometimes what ſhe is like; 
as here ſhe is like a Ship. 

She is indeed, and yet ſhe ſcarce is; and there fore becauſe ſhe 
is ſo ſcarce, it was needful to ſhew not only what ſhe is, but al- 


ſo what ſhe is like to: For how ſhall we find her, that never 


ſaw her, that never had her, that ſcarce heard of her? Ho 


ſhall he find her, but by ſome ſenſible reſemblance of her? and 


therefore as Cant. 5. when the Church cryed her Husband (I 


charge you, O Daughters of Jeruſalem, if you find my well 
beloved, &c. ) ſhe deſcribed him by reſemblance ; my Mell 
beloved, s white and ruddy, the chiefeſt of ten thouſands, his 
Head i like gold, his-Eyes like Doves, bis Cheeks like a bed 


of Spices, bis Lips like Lillies, hu Legs like Pillars of Marble; 


every thing was like ſome thing. So of the Vertuous Wo- 
man, it is ſaid here, that ſhe & like a Ship; and Prov. 12. ſhe 
x like a Crown, and in the Cant. ſometimes liłe a Lilly, ſome- 
times like @ Roſe, ſometimes like a Spring of water: in 3 

e 
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ſhe islike to many things ; but as it is ſaid in Verſe 10. Pearls - 


and Precious Stones are not like to ber, ; 
She 1s like a Ship ( ſaith Solomon) and it may well be, for 


the world is like the Sea; for ſo ſaith S. John, Before the Throne 
there was a Sea of glaſs, Rev. 4. and that was the world, tran= 


fitory and brittle as glaſs ; tumultuous and troubleſom like the 
dea; wherein as the Wind raiſeth up the Waves, and one 
Wave wallows in the neck of another, ſo this troubleſom 


Life of ours, begins in weeping, goes on in ſorrow, and the 
7 O what time 


end of one woe is but the entrance of another. | 
might a Man ask to ſet down all the miſeries of the Life the 
Fear, the Care, the Anguiſh, that daily accompanieth the Bo- 
dy and Soul of Man; the Labours and Sorrows certain, the 
Caſualties uncertain, the Contentions and Unquietneſs of them 
that live among us, the tharp Aſſaults and Oppoſitions of 
them that hate us; but chiefly the Unfaithfulneſs and Trea- 
chery of them that ſeem to love us : Againſt theſe Storms to 
ſave Men from drowning, did God ordain the Woman as a 


Ship upon the Sea, that as Noab made an Ark, and by that 
Ark eſcaped the Flood; ſo man by marrying with the wo- 


man, might paſs through all the Labours of this Life : unto 
which doubtleſs God had reſpect, when he ſaid, It is not good 


For Man to be alone, Let as make him a help meet for bim; as 


much as to ſay, a Ship to fave him; therefore he which hath 


no Wife, may ſeem to be like Jonas in the Sea, left in the 


midft of a miſerable world, to fink or ſwim, or ſhift for him- 
ſelt ; but then comes a Wife like a Ship, and wafts him home : 


But ye muſt ſtill remember, that Solomon ſpeaketh here of a 


good Wife, as Verſe 10, Who ſhall find a virtuous Woman ? 
tor otherwiſe, if ſhe which was made to comfort in every 
Storm be ſtormy and troubleſome her ſelf, then is ſhe not like 


a Ship, but like the Sea; and then to be ſo ſhipp'd, *rwere 


better with Jonas to be caſt into the Sea. 
But if ſhe be good, ſhe is like a Ship indeed, and to nothing 
ſo like as to a Ship; far ſhe fits at the Stern, and by Diſcretion, 


as by Card and by Compaſs ſhapes her Courſe; her Counte- 


nance and Converſation are ballanced with ſoberneſs and gra- 
vity; her Sails are full of wind, as if ſome wiſdom from above 
A} ; had 


— Eon. 
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had inſpired or blown upon her ; ſhe Aandeth in the ſhrouds, 
and caſteth out her Lead, and when ſhe hath ſounded, ſne 


telleth as Michal did to David, | 1 Sam. 19. 11.7 of depth 
and danger; if by default ſhe be grounded, ſhe caſteth out 


ber Anchors [as Rahab did, Foſh. 2. 2 1.) and by winding of 


her ſelf, gets afloat again; if ſhe ſpies within her Kenning 
any Trouble to be nigh, either ſhe makes forward, if ſhe find 
her ſelf able; or elſe with Pilate's Wife. [ Matt. 27. 19. ] 
ſhe ſets ſail away; the commands and countermands each Man 
to his Charge, ſome to their Tackling, ſo we to the Maſt, 
ſo:netothe main top; as if ſhe, and none but ſhe were Captain, 
Owner-maſter of the Ship ; and yet ſhe's not Maſter, 
bur the Maſter's Mite: A Royal Ship ſhe is, for the King 


himſelf takes Pleaſure in her Beauty, P/al 45; and if ſhe be a 


Merchants too, then ſhe is the Merchant-Royal. 

Again: As ſhe is like a Ship, conſider'd in her ſelf, and in 
her proper Vertue, fo is ſhe likewiſe, being compared with 
her Owner too: She is like a Ship indeed; for firſt, whoſoe- 
ver Aarries, ventures; he ventures his Peace, he ventures his 


Liberty; yea, many Men by Marriage adventures their Souls 


too: For which cauſe the Ijraelites were forbidden to match 
their Daughters with the Cananites, leaſt they ſhould turn em 


from God, to ſerve other Gods, Deut. 7. which Selomon not- 


withitanding did, and therefore made, (as ſome men thought) 
a ſhiewd adventure of his Soul; and therefore (even to pre- 
vent too much adventure likewiſe) is marriage compared to 2 
Ship, which of all artificial Creatures, is the moſt deliberative : 
for the ſuls not but by ſounding, let by her unheedineſs ſhe 
run her (elf a-: ground; in like manner neither man nor woman 
will at any time (if they be wile)reſolve either of marriage or of 
any thing in marriage, but upon the weightieſt deliberation. 
He is fer out for the image of a Fool that ſaid, Vilam emi, &c. 
Ibave bought a good farm, and I muſt needs go out to ſee it; Luk. 
14. 18. for he ſhould have ſeen it firſt, and bought it atter? as 
it is ſaid of the vertuous woman here, ſue conſidereth a field, and 
Fa⸗ it, ver. 16. That is, ſhe thinks of it firſt, and makes her 
urchaſe after; and when either man or woman forgets this 


in marriage, they purchaſe Joy enough for the day of their 


2 
Marriage, and Repentance enough for all the time after. It is 
ſaid of Fephtha's Daughter, Tudg. 11. that ſhe went out to be- 
wail the days of ber Virginity ; but in truth many mens daugh- 
ters may go out to bewail the days of their marriage: yea, 
and many men too look back to the ſingle Life as the Egy- 
ptians in the Red Sea { Exod. 14.] looked back to the Land; 
and ſo they are puniſh'd with late repentance; like thoſef oo/zſh 
Marriners, Acts 27. who becauſe they took not counſel in the 
Haven, were forced to adviſe upon a wreck: And what is the 
cauſe of this? but lack of forecaſt, becauſe they ſound not firſt, 
whether it be fit to marry, or whether ſhe be fit to marry; 
(or whether they may yet marry) fit in degree, in Diſpoſi- 
tion, in Religion; and therefore as Solomon ſaith of Vowing, 
ſo ſay we of marrying, Be not raſh with thy mouth; but ſound 
fir ſt; and fail after; that is, deliberate firſt, and marry after. 
Again: She is like a Ship for het univerſal uſe ; a Houſe is 
is indeed to dwell in, but not to travel in; but a Ship is both to 
travel in, and as it were to dwell in too; to eat. and drink and 
ſleep, and labour, and meditate, and pray in too; as if to be 
in a Ship, were to be in another Earth, the Water-world: In 
like manner, a man hath a Friend for pleaſure, a Servant for 
profit, and for uſes to God-ward a ſpiritual Inſtructer too; but 
a Wite ſerves for all theſe; that is, for pleaſure, for profit (and 
if ſhe be good) to bring her Husband to good too. 
Again: Of all theſe ſame Urenſilia (I mean of moveable 
. Inſtruments (a Ship is the hugeſt and the greateſt, and yer 
commanded (as ye ſee) by the Helm or Stern, a ſmall piece 
of Wood; fo ought the Wife (tho a great Commander in 
the Houſe ) yet to be turn'd and rul'd by a word of her Hus- 
band; Solomon ſaith not ſhe is like a Houſe (as many Women 
be, as good remove a Houſe, as to diſſuade or wean them 
from their Wills) but like a Ship: not like a Vaſt bi (Eff. 1.) 
the Wife of Aſſuerus, whom all the Power of the Kingdom 
himſelf; but ſhe muſt follow her Husband, no not to do the King 
could not move to come to her Husband, as the Hraelites fol- 
low'd the Cloudy Pillar in the Wilderneſs; (Numb. g. ) which 
when it ſtood, they ſtay*d, and when it went, they follow'd, 
and ſo muſt ſhe, 


8 | 85 
Laſtly, leaſt any Man 3 this heavenly Ship of earth- 
Iy joys, we muſt remember, That as a Ship is not a place of continual ha- 
bitation, but only for Paſſage ; ſo is the Society of the Wife, tho' com- 
tortable and joy ful for the time, yer laſting only for a time; a help to 
hold him up and comfort him during this tranſitory, ſhorr and trouble- 
ſome Pilgrimage; but then there is another happier, a more laſting Mar- 
riage with the Lamb, which neither Departure, Divorce, nor Death can 
ſeperate : And for this we muſt forſake Father, Mother, Wife, Children, 
Goods, Land, Cc. for this the Living muſt renounce his Life, the King 
muſt leave his Crown, the Bridegroom zauſt leave his Bed, and the Bride 


mult leave her Bed; becauſe for this the Saints do cry, Come, Lord Jeſus ! 


come quickly. 
But as the Saying is in the Schools, Similitudo non currit quatuer pe- 
aibus; Many things may be like, yet nothing like in all things; there- 


fore tho a Woman in may things be like a Ship, yet in ſome things ſhe 


muſt be unlike a Ship; and ſome qualities of a Ship ſne muſt not have: 
As for Example, one Ship may belong to many Merchants, and one Mer- 
chant may be owner in many Ships; yet neither may one Woman be di- 
vided to many Men, nor one Man divide him ſelf to many Women: there- 
fore Lamech ſpake with great Incongruity, yea, it was like falſe Latin, 
when he ſaid, Hear ye Wivesof Lamech (Gen. 4, 23.) for Wives admit 
no Plurality «hen they be conſtrued with one Husband; becauſe (as the 
Prophet ſaith) Though God at the firſt had abundance of Spirit, yet he 
age but one; | Mal. 2.] but one Woman of one Rib, for the help and 
comfort of one Man, 1 
Secondly, of all the Goods which Men poſſeſs, only a Ship cannot be 
houſed ; a Man hath a Shop tor his Wares, a Barn for his Corn, a Cheſt 
for his Money,, and a Houſe wherein to hide his Head, but no Caſe to co- 
ver a Ship; but ſo muſt not a Vertuous Woman be: For it is a note of the 
unchaſte Woman, That her feet cannot abide in her Houſe ; but now fe 1 
wir hout, now in the fireet, and lays in wait at every corner, Prov, 7, 
11, 12, ſothat whoſo ſceth her, ſceth her always gadding, that he may 
lalute her, as Men ſalute at Sea Whither are you bound ? but Rachel and 
Leah are noted ro be in the Houſe, while Jacob was abroad in the field, 
Gen. 31, only Dinah was a ſtraggler, and ſet up Sail to Sichem, but ſhe 
came home with ſhame, and made an IIl- voyage. ; 
Thirdly, A Sbip of all things is moveable, and carried by the Wind; 
bur ſo muſt nota good Woman be: For of the Ill Woman it is faid Frov. 
J. Her paths are moveable, thou canſt not know them, ſhe is inconſtant, 
Ag hi- headed and vain ; now fhe loves, anon {he hates; now the obeys, 
anon ſhe rebels; gentle and kind ro day; crooked and unkind to morrow ; 
for ſhe fails but by Guſts, that all her Goodneſs takes her by fits, like the 


good days of an Ague, And whereas Ruth, 3. ſhe wed more goodneſs 


at her latter end than ar her beginning, an Ill Wife fheweth more goodneſs 
in one day of her beginning, that in ſeven years of her latter end: there- 
wore ſuch muſt remember what Sehen ſaith of the Good woman here pro 
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girdeth her loyns with Strength ; that is, her Mind with Staidneſs and Con- 
ſtancy : Ver. 17. and Ver. 12. more plainly, She wi! do her Husbond good 
and not evil al the days of her life ; that is, ſhe is as obedient and traQa» 
ble after twenty years Tryal, as at the day of her Marriage. - 5 

But of all Qualities, a Woman muſt not have one quality of a Ship; 
and that is too much Rigging. O! what a wonder is it to ſee a Ship un- 
der ſail, with her Tacklings, and her Maſts, and her tops and top-gallants; 
with her upper Decks and her Nether- decks, and ſo bedect; with her 
Streamers, Flags and Enfigns, and I know not what; yea, but a world of 
wonders .it is to ſee a Woman created in God's Image, fo miſcreate often- 
times and deformed, with her French, her Spaniſþ, and her fooliſh faſhions, 
that he that made her, when he looks upon her, ſhall hardly know her, 
with her Plumes, her Fans, and 2 filken Vizard ; with a Ruff like a Sail; 
yea, a Ruff like a Rain-bow ; vith a Feather in her Cap, like a Flag in her 
Top, to tell (Ithink ) which way the Wind will blow. Iſaiah made a pro- 
fer in the third of his Prophecy, to ſer out by enumeration the Shop of 
theſe vanities ; their Bonners, and their Bracelets, and their Tablets, their 
Slippers, and their Mufflers; their Vails, their Wimples, and their Criſping- 
pins; of ſome whereof if one ſhould ſay to me, ( as Philip ſometime ſaid 
to the Eunuch ) Underſtandeſt thou what thoz readeſt? Aﬀs 8. I might 
anſwer with the Zunuch again, How can I without a Guide? that is, un- 
leſs ſome Gentlewoman would comment on the Text. But /ſa:ab was then, 
and we are now; now that fancy hath multiplied the Text of Faſhions 
with the time, ſo as what was then but a Shop, is now encreaſed to a Ship 
of Vanities. But what ſaith the Scriptures, The King's Daughter is al 
glorious within, Pſal. 45. and as Ships which are the faireſt in ſhew, yer 
are not always the fitteſt for uſe ; ſo neither are Women the more to be 
eſtcem'd,bur the more to be ſuſpected for their fair trappings; yet we con- 
demn nor in greater Perſonages the uſe of Ornaments ; yea, we teach that 
Silver Silks, and Gold were created, not only for the Neceſſity, bur alſo for 
Ornament of the Saints: In the practice whereof, Rebeccah, a holy Woman 
is noted to have received from Iſaac a Holy Man, even Ear-rings Habili- 
ments and Bracelets of Gold; Gen. 24. theretore this is it we teach far 
Rules of Chriſtian Sobriety, That if a Woman exceed neither Decency 
in Faſhion, nor the limits of her State and Degree; and that ſhe be proud 
of nothing, we ſee no reaſan but ſhe may weir any thing. ; 

Ic followeth, She is like a Ship, but what Ship? A Ship of Merchants, 
no doubt, a great Commendation : For the Kingdom of Heaven is hke a 
Merchant, Matt. 13. and Merchants have been Princes, Iſa 23. and Princes 
are Gods, Pſal. 82. The Merchant is af all Men moſt laborious for his Life, 
the moſt adventurous in his Labour, the moſt peaccable upon the Sea, the 
moſt profitable to the Land; yea, the Merchant is the Combination and 


Union of Lands and Countries. She is like a Ship of Merchanrs, therefore 


Hrlt to be reckon'd (as ye ſee ) among the Laity ; nor like a Fiſherman s- 


Boat, not like St. Peter's Ship; for Chriſt did call no She Apoſtles, Indeed it 


is commendable in a Woman, when ſhe is able by her Wiſdom to Inſtruæ 
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her Children, and to give a 299 good Counſel to her Husband ; 
but when Women ſhall take upon them (as many have done) to build 
Churches, and to chalk our Diſcipline tor the Church ; this is neither 
commendable, nor tolerable : For her Hands ( faith Solomon) muſt handls 
the Spinale, Ver. 19. the Spindle or the Cradle, but neither the Altar nor 


the Temple; for St. 7ohn commendeth even to the Elect Lady, not ſo much 


her talking as her walking in the Commandments, 2 John 5. 6. there- 
fore to ſuch preaching Women, it may be anſwered, as St, Birnard ſome- 
time anſwered the Image of the Bleſſed Virgin at the great Church at Spire 
in Germany; Bernard was no ſooner come into the Church, but the Image 
ſtrait ſaluted him, and bade him, Good morrow, Bernard; whereat Bernard 
well knowing the Juggling of the Fryars, made anſwer again out of St. 
Paul, O ( ſaith he) your Laayſhip hath forgot your ſelf, 1t is not Iawful 
for Women to ſpeak in the Church, | | 
Again: The Merchant is a profitable Ship, to teach a Wife in all things 
to endeavour her Husband's Profit: But many Woman are like Water 
Pageants, made only for ſhew ; like Pictures in a Table good tor nothing, 
but ro pleaſe the Eye: no longer to be liked than they be looked on: Yea, 
fo unproſicable and diſſolute in the Houſe, as no Man would think them to 
be Wives, but that at Meals he finds them fitting at the upper end of the 
Table; whereas of the good Wife it is ſaid here, She wil do her Husband 
good, and not evil, Ver. 12, 1 | 
Again : The Merchant is 2 painful Ship, and ſhe muſt be a painful Wife; 
not like 2 running Pienace, to ſcour from Coaſt to Coaſt, trom Houſe 
ro Houſe, as many Athenian Women do, who gave themſelves to nothing, 
but idly and wantonly to hear and tell News; for he that hath ſuch a 
Wife, may think himſelf married to an Intelligencer ; whereas St. Paul 
adviſeth Buſy-bodies to govern their own Houſes, 1 Tim. 5. as if Inter- 
medling with other Mens did ma ke them idle in their own. N 
Again; Being like a Merchant's Ship; that is, he being the Merchant, an 
ſhe the Ship, ſhe muſt needs conclude ſhe was made for him; and therefore 
2 Ship of Traffick to enrich him, but not a Pirat to ſpoil and rob him. Te 
ſpoil and rob? as if a Woman could rob her Husband: Indeed it hath of- 
ten been held a Queſtion diſputable, tho? I indeed have little mind to diſpute: 
it; yet I hear what is ſaid to that purpoſe from the Mouth of Eve, We eat 
of the fruit of the trees of the Garden, Gen, 3. We therefore ſhe puts in her 
ſelf, and ſhe eats ot the Trees indefinitely; therefore of all che Trees in the 


Garden: and therefore all was hers as well as Adam's, and the Woman's 
right as well as the Man's: To which I anfwer, That all is hers in par- 


tieipat ion to uſe, but Adam's only in diſcretion ro diſpoſe; Which appear- 
eth by two Reaſons ; Firſt, becauſe the Beaſts were named by Adam, and 
not by Eve; and to name is a note of Dominion and Authority; as when 
Foſeph became Pharaoh s Servaar, and Daniel a Captive to the Chaldeans, 
they received from them other Names; and we in our Baptiſm receive our 
Names, to acknowledge that we belong in right to Chriſt. Secondly, The 


hole World was given to iam before Eve was made ; {2 as hers was but 
| : ES an 


| 5 | CR] 
an after-right : and ifſhe hath any Tenure at all, ſhe holds in Capite, and 
ſhe hath no Title but by her Husband. She therefore that uſurpeth abſoe 
late Anthority in the Houſe is no Merchant, but a Pirate to the Merchant. 
Laftly, She is like a Merchanr's Ship, that is a Friendly Fellow, and 
enceable Companion to him, bur not a Man of War rocontend with him: 
for he that made her, never built her for Battle, fure, She was built for 
Peace, and not for War, for Merchants weep to think of War; therefore ſhe 
mult not for every angry word of her Huzband,betake her ſelf into theGun.. 
room ſtreighr, and there to thunder, to charge and diſcharge upon him with 
Broad - words, or (as Mariners ſay at Sea) to turn the Broad - ſide, like Zip- 
porah the Wife of Moſes, rail upon him Thou art indeed a bloody Husbang, 
Exod, 4. this is no Ship of Merchants, this is the Spire, I think, and there. 
fore no marvel if many Men thus ſhipt, do wiſh themſelves a ſhore, and that 
untimely Death might take ſuch a Wife for a Priſe, When Eliezer went a 
wooing for Iſaac, his Maſter's Son, the tryal by which he propoſed to prove 
2 fit Wife for Iſaac, was this, That if (faith he) when I ſayto a Maid, Give 
me drink, ſhe ſay again, arink, and Iwill give thy Camel: alſo; Gen, 24. that 
is, (as Theodoret expouudedeth ir) if ſhe were gentle; not like that Woman 
John 4 Chriſt asketh her Water, and ſhe calleth him 7ew : How is it that 
thou a ]cw, askeſt Water of me a Samaritan? For tho' there be many Sins 
incident to Women, / as there be to {peak impartially, as many ro Men ) 
yet ao Vice in a Woman ſo unwomanly as this; yet if Alam had been fu- 
rious, the matter had been leſs; for he was made of Earth, the Mother of 
Iron and Steel, the murthering metals; but the Woman ſhe that was made 
of ſo tender metal to become ſo terrible, the weaker veſſel ſo ſtrong in paſ- 
fon, yea, to look fo fair, and ſpeak fo foul ; what a contrariety is this? 
there was great reaſon ſure, to compare a good Woman to a Snail ; not 
only for her Silence and continual keeping of her Houſe, but alſo for a 
certain commendable Timorouſneſs of her Nature, which at the leaſt ſhak- 
ing of the Air, ſhrinks back into her Shell: and ſo ought the Wife to do, 
if her Husband bur ſpeak, to play at hide and under Hatches, and to put 
out a Flag of Truce, as Abigail did ro David; and to ſay to her Husband, 
as Rachel ro her Father, Let not my Lord be angry, Gen. 31. Like @ Lilly 


among Thorns, (faith Solomon) ſo is my love among the Daughters. Cant, 2, 


Like a Lilly firſt, not like a Nettle: Again, Like a Lilly among Thorns ; 
as ſhewing Patience in the ſoreſt Provocation, Sarah iudeed was peace- 
able, and ſo were many more; yet their Praiſe was leſs, inaſmuch as rhe 

had meek Husvands, for ſhe is a Monſter, that liveth not meekly with 2 
meek Husband: But ſhe that is yoked witha Nabal, a Churl, a Fool, as 4. 
bigail was, and bcars that patiently, ſhe may ſay with Deborah, (in the 375 
of Judges) O my Soul, thou haſt marched waliaxtly : and there ſhall more 
true Honour grow to you by ſuch paticnce, than if Soldier like, ye did pre- 


vail by fury and violence; and the worſe your Husband be, the more ſhall 


your Virtue ſhine, which in Afflidion ſhineth molt, like Stars twinkling in 
the Night: And if it be grievous to find matter of Patience, there where 


you looked for Comfort and Protection, yet it fhall have in the end a Re- 
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3 ward, and in the Inserim à ſingular Admiration ; and as Mary faith of her $18 
| felr, 4 Generations ſhall cal ſuch Bleſſed. | — 
It tolloweth in the Text; She bringeth her food from afar : As ye have uit 
heard what ſhe is like, ſo now likewiſe what ſhe does; for Being is known | La 
by Doiog, as the Tree is known by the Fruit: Alas! it is a ſmall thing, | II 
yea, it is: nothing to be like, for Copper oft times is like good Coin, and 
the Devil is like an Angel of Light: and if evil Women were not like to | po 
many things, which indeed they are not, they cold not deccive fo many ne 
14 as they do: Therefore the next thing, is to conſider what ſhe does; She | 4 
8 - © Gringeth her food from afar, She bringeth firſt, therefore deſcribed facie G. 
adverſa, nin à verſa; with her Face not with her Back towards; for when hi 
a Ship goes forth, every Man murmureth for that it carrieth ; the Mer- | © 
chant himſelf feareth leaſt it miſcarry; but when it returneth, there is | fa 
Joy for that ir bringeth, and where Solomon ſaith, She bringeth, he mean- || - 7? 
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4 ech not that ſhe bringerh in with her, as if a Wife were, to be choſen by S/ 
1 her Dowry ; for the worſt of Wifes have many times the beft Portions, and | 2 
7 the beſt of Wives (ſuch as Eher was) has oft times none at all. Indeed the ir 
0 manner of the World is now, to ſeek Wives as Judas betray d CHRIST, fe 
A _ with a Quantum dabis? What will you give? and if the Father chance 75 
90 to ſay with Peter, Aurum & Argentum non eſt mihi, 1 have neither Gold 
2 nor dilver, let he be then as obedient as Sarah, as devour as Auna, as 
|; virtuous as the Virgin Mary, yet all this is nothing, Quærenda pecunia 
[3 primam eſt. Other things may mend ir, but Moxy makes che Match, 


Theretore this was not it which Solomon means by Bringing; for a good 

Wife tho ſhe brings in nothing with her, yet thro' her Wildom and Dili- 

3 gence great things come in by her ; ſhe bringeth in with her Hands; for 

4 She-putte:h hey Hand to the Wheel ( faith Solomon) Ver. 19. and indeed 

| 3: her Work do not contervail her Meat, then is every Finger of her Hand 

ke 2 Thief in the Houſe. Again: If ſhe be too high to ſain her Hands 

with Bodily labour, yet ſhe bringeth in with her Eye, for She overſeth 
the ways of her Houſhold, ( ſaith Solimon) and eateth not the Bread of Id. 

Jeneſs, Ver. 27, Again: She bringeth in by her Frugaliry, for ſhe hoiderh 

it a point of Conſcience neither to fare more daintily, nor to attire her ſelf 

more trimly, than may ſtand with. her Husband's State; for if ſhe waſtes 

mare than ſhe brings in, and her Victualling amount to more than her 

whole Voyage, that Merchant was ill adviſed thar mann'd her forth ; and 

it had been good for him to have been alone. Bur as rhe Saying is, That 

many Mcn marry their Executors, ſo is it likewiſe, that many Men marry 

their Executioners : And as the Sin of Alam began at Eve, ſo the Ruin 

and Confuſion, the Extortion, Oppreſſion, Griping of Tenants, yea and 
Sacriledge of many Men, beginneth at the Pride of the Woman: For now 

every Lady of the lateſt Edition, if her Husband have br.bed out but au 

- end of an Of -, yet ſhe revels and plays Rex, and ſhe muſt have her 
Coach, rho' but „ croſs from the Church- ſtill to the Church porch : and 
whereas thoſe /. elitiſh Women, Exod. 38. when the Inſtruments of the 
Taberdzelc ve to be made, gave in their Devotion, their very 1 
233 | | ds 
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laſſes towards it; yet now the forbidden Apple is pulled, the Church is 
robbed and ſpoiled; a Patren will ſcarce paſs away a poor Perſonage, but 
with a Reſervation of his own Tithes ; and all to maintain French Hoods, 
Lawns and Looking- glaſſes; whereas of the virtuous Wife it is ſaid Ver, 
11. That her Husbaud ſpall have no need of ſhoil. A 

But what bringeth ſhe in? She brings in food; in which words Solomon 
pointeth her out a Houſe- work, as ſhe is a Houſe wife, and the Work aflig- 
ned is the feeding of the Houſhold : For we read that Abraham— fetched 
a Calf from the field, bur Sarah had the carge to dreſs it in the Tent, 
Gen. 18. and Solomon telleth the People, That zheir King ( when they had 
him) would not take their Sons, but their Daughtors, ud make them 
Cooks and Bakers, 1 Sam. 18, and in the 1575 Verſe of this Chapter it is 
ſaid directly, That ſhe gi vet h the portion to her Houſhola, and the ordina- 


ry to her Maids, - But that which we read, Food ſome tranſlate it Bread, 


She bringeth her Bread; and it may well be, for Bread is the Staff of Life; 
and when like Merchants we have run round about the World, to ferch 
in the Riches of every Country, yet all is but to cloath the Back, and 
feed the Belly: Therefore having foed and raiment (faith St. Paul) let 
a therrwith be content, 1 Tim. 6. 

Again: As he is nor the beſt Mercant to the Common-wealth which 
bringeth in Toys and Trifles, but he which bringeth in ſuch things as beſt 
may ſevere neceſſity ; ſo neither is ſhe always the beſt Wife which is a- 
dorned with Tricks and Qualities, bur ſhe that endeavoureth moſt, to that 
which is moſt neceſſary, And I think, ſurely, that Bread is expreſly named 
here, as to frame her whole Converſation, ſo chiefly her Mouth with So- 
briety ; for many Women are in the Mind ot the Iſraelites in Egypr, 


Manna is no Meat for them, but they muſt have Quails, and all mult be 


dainty ( tho' to the undoing of all) like Eve the Wife of Adam. whom 
of all the Trees in Paradiſe, none might ſer ve but that which was the Bane 
of her Husband ; and the leſs they want, the more wanton and dainty 
mouth'd they be. Now ſure, if Cyrus had had ſuch a Wife, he muſt needs 
have worſhipp'd her; tor he had no other reaſon to worſhip the Idol Beg, 
but only becauſe it ſpent him ſo many Sheep, ſo many Meaſures of Flower, 
and ſo many Pots of Wine every day: But every Meat was not made for 
every Mouth, only Bread was made for all; and neither Man nor Woman 
have warrant to ask tor more, than for their Daily bread. 

But what meaneth Solomon by that from afar ? Surely not to anſwer 
that which is proverbially ſaid, that Far ferch'd and dear-bought, is fitteſt 
for Ladies; as nowa days what groweth at home is baſe and homely ;.and 
what every one eats, is Meat for Dogs; and we mult have Bread from one 
Country, and Drink from another; and we muſt have Meat from Spain, 
and Sauce from Italy; and if we wearany thing it muſt be pure Venitian, 
Roman or Barbarian , but the Faſhion of all muſt be French. And as 
Seneca ſaith in another Caſe, YVi#i victoribus Leges dederunt, We give them 
the Foil, yet they mult give us the Faſhion : Therefore this was not Jolo- 
»107"s meaning, but from afar, either hath 1 eſped to the time, d longin que 

rempore, 


all as it ſeemetn 


while je is yer nig he, ud giveth the portion to her Houſpold, &c. he doth 
not ſay, She ęterh t at the doo that riſeth to Dinner, and then 
thinks her Days- work Halt done; x 8 Fit of an idle Fever, be- 
takes her ſtraight to her Cabin again; and f her Finger but ke, ſhe muſt 
have one ſtand by to feed her th a Spoon, This ish ie wo lrechgnrs, 
this is the Mary flug; but She bringeth it from aj a", ahd. Nob 


care of it, and difpoleth of it from the firſt, yea, and before che firſt hand | 


that toucherk it. 


Or elfe, I take this from afar, to be farther yet, even ab ultimis Na. 


ture; from th firſt and fartheſt Principles of Nature; as for Example, 
If ſhe will have Bread, ſhe muſt not always buy it, bur ſhe muſt ſow it, 
and reap it, and grind it; and as Sarah did, Gen, 18, ſhe mult nead it, 
and make it into Bread ; or if ſhe will have Cloth, ſhe muſt not always 
run to the Shop, or to the Score, but ſhe legins at the Seed. She carrieth 
her Seed to the Ground, ſhe gathereth Flax, of her Flax ſhe ſpinneth a 
Thred, of her Thread ſhe weaveth Cloth, and ſo the comes by her Coat; 
the very Words of Solomon. Ver. 13. She ſeeketh Wool and Flax, and la- 


 boureth cheerfully with ber hands, 
Or elſe, I rake this from afar, to be farther yet, even from the Gates 


of Heaven ; from whence by her Devorion and godly Converfation, ſhe 
draweth down the Bleſſings of God upon her Houſe. The Barren Rachel 
prayed, and fo did Anna too, and by their Prayers obtained Children of 
the Lord. Now, (ure, if the Prayers of a vertuous Woman were ſo pow- 
erful, as againſt the courſe of Nature, roderive and fetch Children from 2 
Barren Womb, how much more ſhall it command the meaner Bleſſings on 
the Houle: And therefore as a wicked Woman is a Sea of Evils, ſo a ver- 
tuous Woman is a Heaven of Beauty: For Favour is deceitful, and Beauty 


i vain: Ver, 30. of the Chapter; and as the Painting of a Ship by Wea- 


ther and by Water is waſh'd away, fo ſhall all carnal Beauty by Sorrow, 
Age, and Sickneſs even witherand waſte into wrinkles; bur ſhe that feareth 
the Lord (faith Solomor) ſhe ſhall be praiſed; yea honoured and admired: 
the Stars in the Niight, the Sun at Noon-day, (hall not ſhine ſo bright as 
She. For he that goeth by her Door ſhall point at her, and he that dwells 
by her ſhall envy him that hath her; and every Man ſhall ſay, Bleſſed be 
he that made her, happy is he that begac her, renowned is ſhe that bore 
der; but moſt happy, renowned and rich is he that hath her: and as even 
now, ſo I ſay again, Al Generations ſpall call ſuch Bleſſed. 
| Application to the KING. | 
Well, to make uſe ot this in ſeveral kinds, I moft humbly beſeech your 


' Majeſty, firſt to admit of a particular Application to your ſelf; It is ſaid 
Matt h. 12, That the Queen of the South came to hear the Wiſdom of So- 
lomon, but we may ſay converſively and truly, That the Wiſdom of Solo- 
mon is come to the King of the North: for your Majeſty is to us indeed a 


Royal Merchant, not only for the union of holy Marriage, which yokes and 
couples one Sex with another; but as Merchants do by intercourſe of 7 54 
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to be exponnded in the very next words, She riſeth 
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fick, for knitting and combining one Kingdom with another; and 1 vill noe 


ſay it is Kingly, but Divine and Heavenly to unite into one thing of divided 
Nature: For thus did God create the World; firſt he made things, then 
he match'd them; firſt he created, then he coupled them; of Man and Wo- 


man he made one in Marriagt, of Body and Soul he made one Man, of Sea 


and Land he made one Earth, of Heaven and Earth he made one World: 
but then came the Devil upon the Stage, and his part was again to divide 


vhat God hath united; firſt Man from God, then Man from Man, and that 


diverſly : Firſt in the very bond of blood and Cindred, Cain from Abel, the 
Brother from the Brother, than diſtinguiſn'd by Religions the Sons of God, 
and the Daughters of Men; then diſparſed by their ſeveral Habitations the 
Iſles of the Gentiles, and the Tents of Shem, ond then diſtracted and rorn 
into divers Kingdoms, the Kingdoms of 7udah and of 1ſfrael: therefore, 


doubtleſs, a glorious work it were of Judah and Tfr ael again to make one 
Kingdom: for if it be fo gracious in God's Eyes to do Right and Juſtice to 


a Stranger, how much more to love a Stranger, the King of Kings be Pilot 
of your Ship, yea, thrice bleſſed and happy be your Majeſty's Endeavours 
therein, Application to the Ladies and Gentlewomen. 

Ladies and Gentlewomen, I beſeech you miſtake not, and impure no 
imparciality to me, if I have ſaid any thing ſharply ; yet know, that J 
have ſaid nothing againſt the good, but all againſt evil Women: yea, no- 


thing againſt tee Sex, but all againſt evil Women: to which if any reply, 


and why nor I (I pray ) as well againſt the Sins of Men: I anſwer, That 
he that impoſeth ſo much upon the weaker Veſlel, importeth much more 
tothe ſtronger, There isa Duty required of the Parents; to the Child, 
es well as of the Child to the Parents; yet the Law ſpeaketh expreſly te 
the Child, Honour thy Father and Mother, but nothing to the Parents, 
that they being in order of Nature, and in Wiſdom ſuperiour, might ſuſ- 
pect their Duty to be written in themſelves, . 
Application to the Married. 1 
Again: Right Honourable in both Sexes, the Cauſe of this Meeting, the 
Joy of this day, yea, the Myſtery and little Image of this great intended 
Union : Let me be bold ( I beſeech you) in terms of Modeſty, to make 
Application to you; you are here met to be march'd and that is to be 
married; and Marriage (as the Apoſtle faith) 4 honourable in the Inſtitu- 
tion, as in all other, Secondly in your Perſonages, being Honovrable a- 
bove other: Bur Thirdly, in your Countries the moſt Honourable of all 
other., For fimply to marry, joyns Sex and Sex ; to marry at home joyns 
Houſe and Houſe, but your Marriage joineth Land and Land, Earth and 
Earth; only Chriſt goes beyond it, who joyns Heaven and Earth. 
35 Azpplication to the Bridegroom. | 
Therefore firſt to you, the Honourable Merchant of this Honourable Ship ; 
Jou have heard what is faid, That Marriage is a ſore Adventure; and 
therefore as Mariners upon the Sea in the day · time look up to the Sun, and 
in the Night to the Pole ſtar, so look you up Day and Night ſo God, and 
God {hall give you good Shipping therein. A Married Man (they a” | 
| | che 
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+ ehe Charge of three Common £220 for he is a Husband of a Wiſe, a 
#5 Feather of Children, and a Maſter of Servants ; and he hath daily need of 
. Goa, who ſhould guide all theſe, Therefore firſt love God, and to prove 
that Love, love alſo her whom God hath given you; for F (as St. Fohn «/ 
faith) he that loveth not hu Brother, Cc. how mach more he that loverh 
not his Wife whom he daily ſeeth, how ſhall he love God whom he never 
ſaw ? and indeed there is no Religion or Goodnels in that Man, that lovetn 
not a faithful and Loyal Wife; and fay not you love, unleſs you love to 
the end: For Much water canyot quench Love, Cant. 8. for love endureth 
all things believeth all things, and ſuffereth all things. Therefore if there 
grow by the Wife any Cauſe of Gfriet, yet you muſt remember the is the 
weaker Veſſel ; God therein exerciſeth your Wiſdom in reforming, and 
your Patience in bearing it; and with whom will a Man bear, if not with 
his own Wife? if it any time you have occaſion to exerciſe your Authori- 
ty, yet you mult remember, it is Authority tempered with Equality; the 
Wife is therefore to be governed with Love, not over ruled by Tyranny ; 
and let all Husbands know this for a Rule in all things, That the Wife. 
ſhall much better do her Duty to her Husband, when the Husband doth 
his own Duty in Example before. 1 
Eg Application to the Bride. 
And let me ſpeak one word to you, this Honorable Sue; You are turn'd 
by Goaꝰs Providence into the Right of Merchant Stranger. yet herein happy, 
that you need not, as Pharaoh's Daughter, to forget either your own People, 
of your Father's Houſe ; all the time of your Life you have been gather- 
ing for this Day, therefore learn to practiſe now what you learned before; 
that is, to Honour, to Love, and to Obey, and then at laſt you ſhall come 
to Rule: For a good Wife by Obeying her Husband, rules him; but ſhe 
28 that Obeyeth not, is like Conſpiracy of Corah againſt Moſes and Aaron. Be- 
14 ſides remember your Badge is not of that Ship Act, 28. nor Caſtor and 
1 Pollux, for I find neither Superſtition or Idolatry in any part of your Family; 
but | find among other things a ſheaf of Wheat, and a handful of Wheat 
advanced upon your Stern: therefore, doubteleſs, it will be expected that 
Plenty, Peace and Proſperity come in with you. I might refer you for Pat- 
terns of true Vertue, as St. Paul ſometimes referred Timothy to Low and 
1 Ih Eunica,a Grand-mother and a Mother: And indeed this Chapter of Solo- 
* mon is intituled, the Prophecy or Leſſon which his Mother taught him: and 
| . if you remember the many good Leſſons your Mother have taught you, | 
| 3 then ſhall I need to ſay no more; then ſhall you be like Rachel and Leah, 
5 which Twain did build up the Houſe of rael. Then ſhall you be a Ship in- 
+ HE deed, for then ſhall you bring your felf and your Husband to rhe Haven, 
even to that which Seamen call Promontorium Bone LV the Hill or Haven 
of Good-hope, that is to Heaven; and when this Marriage is diſſolved, 
you (hall marry at laſt wich the Lamb; in the mean time do worchily in 
Ephratah, and be Famous in Brittain ; Live to a Hundred, grow into 
Thouſands, and your Seed poſſeſs the Gare of his Enemy, . 
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